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This study investigated Taiwanese English learners’ perceptions of the acquisition of
English pronunciation acquisition, including the awareness of the importance and
the difficulty of the pronunciation, the role of pronunciation and a native-like accent
in communication, and the attitude towards factors affecting pronunciation
achievement. It also aims to explore whether or not the two elements—the study
abroad experience and the frequency of communicating with foreigners in
English—affect participants’ views on pronunciation acquisition. In order to
achieve this, for the convenience of analysis, after completing the questionnaire, the
106 participants in this study were divided into three groups according to the results
of the background information in the questionnaire. Furthermore, for the
presenting of the subjects’ opinion more precisely, the interviews were adapted after
analysing the data from questionnaires. The results reported that pronunciation
teaching/ learning is important to participants and might facilitate their development
of communicative competence. The results also indicated that they are aware of
the difficulty and the importance of English pronunciation, consider speaking to
native speakers as one of the factors in the improvement of pronunciation
acquisition, and believe that acquiring a native-like accent might influence
intelligibility. Finally, the results revealed that the two elements do not have a
significant influence on the participants’ views on every statement in the
questionnaire. In other words, the participants tended to have similar opinions of

some items irrespective of their different learning experiences.




