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The present study seeks to explore the effects of nursery rhyme instruction on
Taiwanese beginning English learners’ onset and rime awareness and learning
attitudes. The participants, consisting of 70 second graders learning in a Nantou
suburb, are divided into 38 control group students and 32 experimental group
students. The specific purpose of the study are triadic: to examine the differed
performance of onset and rime awareness between experimental and control group
students; to compare the efficiency of nursery rhyme instruction between the
averaged learners and the less proficient learners; and to explore the experimental
group’s perspectives towards nursery rhyme instruction after receiving the
intervention.

The students’ pretest and posttest scores toward onset and rime awareness along
with a post-instruction learning motivation questionnaire for the experimental group
were analyzed quantitatively. In addition, the data collected from instructor’s
classroom observations and reflecting journals and interview for underachieved
participants in the experimental group were transcribed and analyzed qualitatively.
The research results show that English nursery rhyme instruction could promote
research participants’ onset and rime awareness, especially their rime awareness
ability. Likewise, the experimental at-risk participants also improved their onset
and rimes awareness; though, the gains were not significant. Mostly, both
averaged and at-risk participants showed a positive attitude towards English nursery
rhyme instruction. Based on the findings, pedagogical implications and

suggestions for further studies are provided.




